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EMILIO SOSA
NAMED AS NEW CHAIR OF THE AMERICAN THEATRE WING
TONY AWARD-NOMINATED COSTUME AND FASHION DESIGNER TO SUCCEED
CURRENT CO-CHAIRS
DAVID HENRY HWANG AND TED CHAPIN
NEW ATW BOARD LEADERSHIP APPOINTMENTS ALSO ANNOUNCED
New York, NY (July, 21, 2021) – Tony Award-nominated Costume and Fashion Designer Emilio Sosa has
been elected the Chair of the American Theatre Wing. Having joined the board of the American Theatre
Wing in 2015, Mr. Sosa will succeed current co-chairs David Henry Hwang and Ted Chapin. Both Mr.
Hwang and Mr. Chapin will maintain active roles for the Wing as they take on responsibilities as its
Immediate Past Chairs.
Mr. Sosa, in his role as Chair of the Wing’s Board of Directors, will be joined by newly named Vice-Chairs
Dale Cendali, Patricia Crown, James Higgins, LaTanya Richardson Jackson, Lee Perlman, and Nadine
Wong. Trustees Pam Zilly and Natasha Katz will also join Board leadership as treasurer and secretary,
respectively.
“I could not be more honored to step into this role at this crucial time, or more humbled to be
succeeding two such accomplished leaders,” said Mr. Sosa. “I look forward to continue building the
Wing’s ongoing, long-term equity work, expanding and deepening our education work, building bridges
between all parts of the theatre ecology, and cultivating conversation and action across every region of
the country to ensure all voices and occupations in our industry are heard.”
American Theatre Wing President & CEO Heather Hitchens said, “We all owe a giant debt of gratitude to
our two exemplary co-chairs, David Henry Hwang and Ted Chapin, who have helped navigate the
organization during our industry’s most trying time. They have been central to our efforts to help sustain
the theatre community at both the local and national levels, and I know we will continue to rely on their
commitment and expertise in their new roles. Now, as we enter the post-pandemic era, our extensive
agenda and growing portfolio has created a need for our most robust leadership team ever, including an
unprecedented six vice chairs. I can’t think of anyone better suited to lead that team than Emilio as we
continue to elevate and advance the Wing’s work and its programs to ensure that this artform and our
industry come back better than ever before.”
EMILIO SOSA BIO

Born in the Dominican Republic and raised in New York City, Emilio is one of Broadway’s most unique
talents. He began his theatre career at Grace Costumes, starting as a shopper, and eventually becoming
its Creative Director. He credits this time as the foundation for his career. Emilio went on to tour the
world with Celine Dion, The Alvin Ailey Dance Company, and the Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra with
Wynton Marsalis. Emilio made a name for himself styling music videos for Hip Hop pioneers, Salt-NPepa, MC Lyte, and Kid & Play to name a few. He has also designed for music icons Diana Ross, Mariah
Carey and Gloria Estefan. Catching the eye of director Spike Lee, Emilio became his in-house stylist,
working on national and international ad campaigns, before setting his sight on Broadway, where he
was mentored by director George C. Wolfe, for whom he designed his first Broadway show, TOPDOG /
UNDERDOG. His other Broadway credits include, ON YOUR FEET! The Emilio and Gloria Estefan Story,
MOTOWN: The Musical, PORGY AND BESS (TONY Award nom) and LADY DAY at EMERSON’S BAR AND
GRILL. He shares the unique distinction of being the first designer of color to design The Radio City Music
Hall Spring Spectacular and a new permanent number for the legendary Christmas Show, both starring
The Rockettes.
He has received both Tony Award and Drama Desk Award nominations and has been the recipient a
Lucille Lortell Award, NAACP Theatre Awards, and LA Ovation Award. Emilio’s talent was also evident on
season seven of Project Runway and Project Runway All Stars, where he showed his final collection on
all models of color, a first for the popular franchise. A proud Trustee of the American Theatre Wing,
Emilio shares his vast theatre knowledge with communities rarely represented, by sponsoring theatre
trips, workshops and talk backs. “I believe theatre has the ability to build the bridges needed for all of us
to better understand ourselves and the world we live in.”
To read all Board of Trustee and Advisory Committee member bios, including those of the Wing’s new
officer slate, please visit our website.
ABOUT THE AMERICAN THEATRE WING
The American Theatre Wing is a not-for-profit organization, founded on the eve of America’s entry into
WWI by 7 suffragists and theatre makers who came together to support the nation by harnessing the
power of theatre. More than a century later, ATW’s vital work continues to be driven by the fundamental
belief that theatre is essential to our economic, educational, and social and emotional well-being as a
society.
Through a powerful suite of programs that address all aspects of the national theatre ecology, ATW
encourages the discovery of theatre by people of all ages, nurtures talent on stage and off, creates
pathways for success for students and young professionals, and encourages the development of the art
form itself by recognizing and supporting innovative and excellent work with awards and grants. Building
a just, equitable and inclusive American theatre is a guiding principle of all of ATW’s work and programs.
ATW’s Andrew Lloyd Webber Initiative provides discovery, training, and career launching support to
under-served young people. The Musical Theatre Songwriting challenge gives high school songwriters the
opportunity to professionally record their original songs. SpringboardNYC provides a bridge from college
to career for young actors working to establish themselves on Broadway. The digital Masterclass offerings
for rising creative professionals provide free access to advice, insight, and training by theatre’s top creative
professionals. The Network for Emerging Theatre Leaders creates a pathway for young aspiring theatre
administrators to have successful careers in the theatre by providing inside information, technical

assistance, networking opportunities, and mentoring. ATW incubates innovative theatre throughout the
country with the National Theatre Company Grants and through the Jonathan Larson® Grants, which
support emerging musical theatre writers with significant unrestricted support. ATW gives students,
professionals and audiences alike a virtual backstage pass through the five-time Emmy-nominated
“Working in the Theatre” documentary series which illuminates the creative process.
ATW is the founder and co-presenter (with The Broadway League) of the Tony Awards®, and the home to
OBIE Awards.
Visit AmericanTheatreWing.org to learn more about the extensive programming and grant opportunities
for students, theatre professionals, and audiences. For the latest updates and news, follow the Wing on
Facebook, LinkedIn, Instagram and Twitter.

